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A physical education teacher was fired from a 
Karnataka school on Monday after a confrontation 
with parents went viral, sparked by his harassment 
of students for wearing their sacred thread
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Sabarimala pilgrims’ mad rush 
leaves authorities in tight spot
PATHANAMTHITTA: As near-
ly two lakh devotees arrived at 
the Lord Ayyappa shrine at 
Sabarimala here on Tuesday 
within 48 hours of  the temple 
opening for the annual ‘manda-
la-makaravilakku’ pilgrimage 
season, the TDB and the police 
struggled to manage the mas-
sive flow of  pilgrims, including 
children.

Large crowds of  devotees 
packed the pilgrimage route 
from Pamba, the foothills of  
Sabarimala, to the Sannidhan-
am, with many facing hours-
long delays in climbing the 
path. Small children carried on 
top of  their parents’ shoulders 
could be seen crying as the 
huge crowd of  devotees jostled 
with each other to move for-
ward. Many devotees were seen 
climbing over the barricades in 
place for crowd control, with 
the police failing to prevent 
such incidents. There were also 
reported complaints of  pil-
grims not receiving water while 
standing in the long queues for 
hours. Earlier, newly appointed 
Travancore Devaswom Board 
(TDB) president K Jayakumar 
said that instructions have 
been issued to ensure devotees 
are able to steadily climb the 18 
steps for the darshan and that 
no one cuts the lines to move in 
front.

“I have never seen such a 
massive and dangerous crowd 
on the temple grounds till now. 

Jayakumar also said that he 

has issued directions to restrict 
the flow of  devotees at Nilakkal 
to reduce the crowd of  pilgrims 
at Pamba and ensure they can 
complete their pilgrimage 
quickly without having to wait 
3-5 hours in queues.

“People can wait at Nilakkal. 
There are facilities there for 
that. Also, will set up seven ad-
ditional spot booking counters 
there so that devotees do not 
have to come to Pamba for 
that,” he said.

Later, restrictions were put 
in place and devotees were tem-
porarily prevented from mov-
ing forward at Nilakkal and 
some other waypoints along 
the pilgrimage route as part of  
the crowd control measures.

ADGP S Sreejith said that 
last year, there were two prob-
lems and that they can be re-
solved if  the people cooperate. 
‘Firstly, despite us capping spot 
booking at 20,000 as per court 
directions, more people are 
turning up for it. They are de-
manding immediate darshan 
through spot booking. So, we 

had to allow 37,000 people 
through spot booking as we 
could not turn them away,” he 
said. The second problem was 
that people arriving through 
virtual-Q booking were not ar-
riving on the day they had 
booked. Sreejith also said that 
enough police personnel have 
been deployed.

Furthermore, many people 
are not coming via queues, 
which has also resulted in the 
present situation, he added. 

Woman collapses, dies 
A 58-year-old woman collapsed 
and died while waiting in queue 
for darshan at the Lord Ayyap-
pa shrine in Sabarimala on 
Tuesday, sources in the district 
administration said. Travan-
core Devaswom Board presi-
dent K Jayakumar told report-
ers that the woman’s body 
would be transported back to 
her native place in an ambu-
lance at the the TDB’s expense. 
The deceased woman is from 
Koyilandy in Kozhikode dis-
trict, officials said.  PTI

Centre suggests lower-cost transit systems for Madurai

No order on easing moisture norms for 
paddy procurement issued yet, says CM
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THE DPR’s assumption that 
the project could be built in 
three years was dismissed as 
unrealistic, while its economic 
and financial rate-of-return cal-
culations were found to deviate 
from appraisal guidelines.

Crucially, the centre empha-
sised that Coimbatore’s popula-
tion — 15.84 lakh within mu-
nicipal limits as per the 2011 
Census — does not meet the 
2-million threshold required 
under the Metro Rail Policy for 
initiating the metro-rail plan-
ning. The wider local planning 
area, five times the size of  the 

municipal corporation, is not 
covered by the proposed corri-
dors and is therefore unlikely 
to generate significant rider-
ship, it added. The ministry 
took a similar line on Ma-
durai, observing that the 
city’s comprehensive 
mobility plan, approved 
by the state government, 
indicates that the existing 
travel demand justifies a 
bus rapid transit system rather 
than a metro. With Madurai’s 
population also below the 2-mil-
lion mark, the centre said low-
er-cost, expandable modes such 
as a strengthened bus network 
or BRTS would offer better val-

ue for money.
Describing metro systems as 

“cost-intensive and to be 
planned carefully for long-

term sustainability”, the 
ministry returned both 
DPRs to the state. The 
decision underscores 
the centre’s tighten-
ing interpretation of  

the 2017 policy at a time 
when several tier-II cities 

are lobbying for metro sys-
tems to signal growth and at-
tract investment.

Reacting to the development, 
Madurai MP Su Venkatesan, in 
a post on X, condemned the un-
ion government and questioned 

how the approvals granted to 
cities like Gurugram, Bhu-
baneswar, Agra, and Meerut 
with population lesser than 20 
lakh as per Census 2011. 

Many in Coimbatore also 
criticised the union govern-
ment for the rejection. J Sathish 
Kumar, core committee mem-
ber of  Coimbatore NXT and Di-
rector of  Kongu Global Forum, 
told TNIE that the people of  
Coimbatore, who have been 
waiting for this project for 
more than 15 years, have been 
hugely disappointed. 

(With inputs from Aravind 
Raj @ Coimbatore and Jeyalak-
shmi Ramanujam @ Madurai)
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STALIN said the state is expect-
ing the marketable surplus of  
paddy to be 98.25 lakh metric 
tonnes (66.81 lakh metric tonnes 
of  rice) in the current year’s 
paddy procurement season, up 
t o  A u g u s t  3 1 ,  2 0 2 6 .  
 He said the state had earlier 
proposed a 20-lakh-tonne rice 
procurement target for KMS 
2025–26 (up to March 31, 2026), 
but the union ministry set it at 
16 lakh tonnes. The CM has 
sought permission to revise 
and raise this target in line 
with the actual procurement. 
 The CM said that despite 

field visits by three central 
teams in the last week of  Octo-
ber, no order on relaxing the 
moisture content for 
paddy procurement 
has been issued so 
far.  Since the Khar-
if  (Kuruvai) pro-
curement is still un-
der way, and the NE 
monsoon will intensify 
again, the CM has urged 
that the order on relaxation of  
moisture norm must be issued 
without delay to ensure that 
farmers are not affected.
 Recalling the delay in the 
supply of  fortified rice due to 
the time taken for lab tests, the 

CM said more fortified rice ker-
nels (FRK) will be needed for 
milling and moving the pro-

cured paddy as fortified rice 
and effectively managing 
the storage in the ware-
houses before the upcom-
ing samba cultivation sea-
son.  Hence,  the CM 

requested increasing the 
FRK chipping limit from 25 

kg to 50 kg and raising the batch 
sample size from 10 MT to 25 
MT to reduce samples and cut 
testing time to seven days. He 
also sought that FCI officials 
and southern labs be author-
ised to conduct sampling and 
testing.

Stray dog causes accident  
in Madurai: Two killed
Madurai: A stray dog suddenly 
crossing a road resulted in an 
accident near Sikandar Savadi in 
Madurai early on Tuesday, in which 
a 56-year-old man and his wife, 
both riding a motorcycle, were 
killed. The deceased were 
identified as Venkatasubbu (56) 
and his wife Padmavathi (54) 
—residents of Jeevanagar in 
Madurai. Sources said the couple 
was travelling to Alanganallur 
around 5.30 am when the accident 
occurred. Along the Sikandar 
Savadi-Kamatchi Nagar stretch, a 
stray dog darted across and hit 
their bike, resulting in 
Venkatasubbu losing control of the 
vehicle. As both of them fell on the 
road, a bus coming from behind 
ran over Venkatasubbu.ENS
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ZONAL OFFICE,  
VELLORE, PEARL ARCADE

2nd Floor, 8th East Main Road  
Vellore-632006. Tel: 0416-2249620

NOTICE INVITING TENDERS FOR LEASING OF OFFICE 
FOR PENNATHUR BRANCH

Indian Bank, a Public Sector Bank invites tenders under 2 bid 
system (Technical & Financial Bid) from owners of office premises 
willing to offer on lease basis (Readily built / Premises 
Under construction) in Pennathur, (within 1KM of existing 
Pennathur Branch), District Vellore measuring 1900 sq.ft carpet 
area preferably in Ground Floor with parking facility for  
a lease period of 15 years for setting up the Branch.
The tender forms can be obtained from the following address from 
19.11.2025 to 02.12.2025 on payment of Rs.250 (non refundable) 
by way of DD / IOI favouring INDIAN BANK, ZONAL OFFICE,  
VELLORE. Last date for submission of bids is 02.12.2025 (3 PM). 
Details of the tender and tender forms can be obtained from our 
Website: www.indianbank.bank.in
The Bank reserves the right to reject any or all offers without assigning 
any reasons whatsoever.
 Zonal Manager/DGM
                                                                      Zonal Office, Vellore

TAMIL NADU POLLUTION CONTROL BOARD
PUBLIC NOTICE

Whereas as per Ministry of Environment and Forests, Government of India, New Delhi, Environmental 
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